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What is SCRI Society ‘The Club’? 
We are people who have disabilities or challenges, parents, 
friends, family members, and professionals who have come 
together to create programs that bring people together,  
meet and make friends, learn and share talents, make changes in 
our community and create more choices for people who have 
different abilities.  
 
Our programs take place in Halifax, Bedford and Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia. We run a Drop In Club that is open six days a week, 
a Summer Camp for five weeks during the summer, large scale 
social events & parties such as the Winter Ball, and lots of 
programs that focus on creativity, healthy living and sharing 
information or skills.  Last year we took part in the Bluenose 
Marathon, performed a dance routine at Alderney Landing, 
advocated for the right to be educated in our local schools, 
learned Zumba, cooked meals with friends, volunteered in the 
community, made a ‘Haunted House’ and much, much, more!   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Club Together 

"My highlights of the year are 
the friends I made, the dances, 
and the fun times on 
Thursdays. I enjoy going to 
Club, it makes me happy when 
I go there. Thank you to 
everyone at The Club. You 
make it fun for me!"    
Conar Clory 

“The Club gives my daughter a 
social life. She is very social, 
very friendly and outgoing. 
Before Club, we struggled to 
find activities that she could do, 
that she would have peers to 
do with and people who 
genuinely wanted to do stuff 
with her. It was so difficult that 
she was getting depressed 
with lack of social interaction. 
That is all changed now. My 
daughter comes home from 
work excited as to what she is 
going to do at The Club that 
day, who's going to be there, 
she knows who volunteers 
when, she LOVES the other 
participants and is just excited 
to go.”  

“I love The Club!” Karley Gates 

OUR YEAR 
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Our Members 

We come from every walk of life. 
Lots of us have disabilities or 
challenges that affect our lives.  

We have amazing talents and 
skills like doing the splits, doing 
zumba, being a nice person, 
cooking for people, helping in 
our communities and making 
new friends. Each of us is 
different. We all have our own 
unique gifts.  

In the future we hope to live full 
lives and fulfil our dreams.  
Some of the things that we want 
to do are: 

• have our own homes 

• be parents 

• have jobs 

• go back to school 

We’d love to have our own 
building for The Club, so we 
could always know that we have 
our own place. Most of all, in the 
future we want to carry on being 
proud of who we are, and be 
happy.  

By Christine, Conar, Debbie, 
Heather and Katelyn. 

Building Community 

Our goal is to build friendships, connections and partnerships so 
that our community is stronger. 

Having a strong community means having friends who will support 
you in times of need; people who will stand with you when you 
speak out; and places to go where you know you will be welcomed 
and respected.  
 
“Our daughter has made numerous friendships through The Club 
and looks forward to seeing her friends again. We also have met so 
many other parents and supports in the community. We can share 
with each other knowledgeable information because we share so 
many similar experiences.”  

“The Club has shown us that we are not alone, that our community 
is more diverse and stronger for it!”

SCRI Society offers a range of programs that are designed to help 
people make connections and have a strong sense of belonging. We 
share ideas and make things happen for each other.  This involves 
planning events, creating programs and also making changes in the 
wider community. We don’t know what the future will hold, but we 
know that together our voices are stronger, and we won’t be facing 
the future alone.

http://www.theclubscri.com
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Programs & Activities 

2014  
The Winter Ball 
Fashion through the Ages 
‘Lives of Dignity & Worth’ 
Advocacy Discussions 
Drop In Club 
Music & Movement 
Club Dartmouth 
Bluenose Marathon 
Access Awareness Week 
The Blingo Gala 
Zumba 
The Prom 
Snack and Sensations 
Lunch Club 
Theatre Club 
Halifax Supper Club 
Bedford Supper Club 
Social Committee 
Summer Camp 
Volunteering Program 
Sharing Event on Housing 
Sharing Event on Respite 
Snoezelen Sessions 
Out and About 
Walking Club 
Haunted House 
Halloween Dance 
Christmas Party 
Trick or Treating 
Music with DJ Ace 
AGM 
Culture Days 
Sleepover 
‘Our Stories’ Theatre Show 
Movie Nights 
SCRI Facebook Groups 
Advocacy for Education 
Fanzine Club  
Music Therapy 
SCRI Cooks Blog 

Planning Together 

Part of what makes The Drop In Club special is that it is 
directed by the people who take part. Members, staff, families 
and volunteers work together to choose activities and plan 
special events. This year the Club Planning Committee was 
made up of twenty members whose ideas ranged from having a 
Sleepover at the Club, to watching documentaries and running a 
Haunted House. As well as exciting new ideas they planned 
some old favourites like Trick or Treating and trips to the 
movies. 

We also met with Recreation Therapy specialists and parents of 
people who have complex disabilities, to plan ways that our 
programs can be more fulfilling for people who have less 
physical independence. This led to a new Snack and Sensations 
Club, with ‘Snoezelen’ multi-sensory experiences.  
 
At Drop In Club there are always choices. You can take part in a 
scheduled activity, or you can do your own thing. It’s up to you. 
We also have programs like Music and Movement and Creative 
Arts Nights at Club Dartmouth, where all the members take 
part in an activity together, sharing ideas and working as a team. 

http://www.theclubscri.com
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Magical Moments 2014 

We’ve had so many magical moments in 2014. Here are just a few:  
The ‘Through The Ages’ fashion show was organized by Dalhousie University Students in March (top row), 
our Social Committee held it’s first Prom in June (centre row), and our Theatre Club wrote and performed 
short plays about their lives in the Fall. Below are photographs from ‘Overcoming’  by Erin Magee (bottom 
left) and ‘The Fight’ by Danielle Roy (bottom right). 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Healthier Lives 

We asked 35 people ‘Has 
attending a Club program 
affected you or your family 
member/clients health in a 
positive way?’ 80% said yes. 
Here are some reasons why: 

“My son doesn't sit at home in 
front of the TV. When he’s at 
Club he runs around and does 
sports and things that he 
would never normally try.”  
 
“We are all happier!” 

“The active games help 
achieve a healthy lifestyle.” 

“I eat healthy now.” 

“I do walking club and Zumba 
and other running games.” 

“Without Club I would be 
alone.” 

“The Club became involved in 
the Bluenose Marathon, and 
my daughter became even 
more physically active.  It was  
very uplifting for her.” 

“Yes! My children have 
become more social and have 
learned new things. I have met 
many new people, & enjoy 
networking with other 
parents.” 

“We have seen an overall 
improvement in mental health 
due to all of our happiness 
levels being elevated :)” 

“My daughter is not depressed 
now.” 

Want to get healthy?  

Our members can show you how! 

This year we’ve been changing the way we eat at Drop In with 
our new Snack and Sensations Club. Members have been making 
healthy and extraordinary snacks, so we can all try new foods and 
get a bit more experimental. Top hits have been pumpkin soup 
(which nobody thought they would like, and everyone loved!), 
and cranberry honey mint coleslaw. We’ve also been learning how 
to cook meals for ourselves at Lunch Club and Supper Club. You 
can find out more, and test out some of our recipes, at our blog: 
scricooks.wordpress.com. 

Leaving the house can be the first simple step to having a more 
active lifestyle. At The Club we try to go one step further - our 
members, staff and volunteers have organized active games 
throughout the year, from a Football tournament to a Just Dance 
competition. We’ve explored the local area with our Walking 
Club and learned some awesome moves with Zumba on Sundays. 
But you don’t have to like sports to get active at the Club. At our 
Music and Movement group (Tuesdays at Club Dartmouth), 
members have been working with music therapist Stephanie 
Jocelyn, and volunteers from Grace United Church, to develop 
gentle routines and move to cherished tunes. And we’ve been 
making friends while we do it. That’s healthy too!

http://scricooks.wordpress.com
http://www.theclubscri.com
http://scricooks.wordpress.com
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Our Volunteers 

Volunteers are an essential part of ‘The Club Family’. Last year we 
had over 90 volunteers helping with our programs and running 
programs themselves. Some of them told us about their experience: 
 
“I always leave The Club feeling better than when I show up. The 
members inspire me to be a better person and to face my life's 
problems head on and with a smile on my face.”

“I love the authenticity of everyone I meet at The Club, we all need 
more of that in our lives, The Club reminds me always to meet 
people where they are.”

“After volunteering at The Club I have learned that there are so many 
different kinds of people that are welcome at The Club, that all have 
unique personalities and it was really awesome to see friendships 
grow as well as make some friends myself.”

“I realized the true benefit and value of interacting with people who 
have different abilities and became a real believer in inclusive 
communities.”

SCRI Society welcomes volunteers who have different abilities, skills 
and talents. Contact us to get involved!

Volunteers Penny Kitchen and 
Emily Churchill help out at The 
Club Prom, June 2014. 

DJ Ace has volunteered 
throughout the year, bringing 
music to Drop In Club and 
helping out with Social Events 
and Fundraisers.  

One of the highlights of Sunday 
Drop In Club has been Zumba 
with Darin and Shelley. Thank 
you for all that you do for us! 

http://www.theclubscri.com
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Making a Difference 

None of our work would be possible without the generous 
support of our partners and funders in the community. 

The United Way of Halifax Region has believed in SCRI 
Society from the very beginning and has supported us with 
funding, training, expertise, a community network, and volunteer 
support for over four years.  
Because of the many people throughout our region who 
generously donate to the United Way Community Fund, our 
work continues and grows. We are incredibly thankful to be a  
United Way funded agency. 

Our partnership with Dalhousie University has made such a 
difference to The Club. Volunteers from the School of Health & 
Human Performance and the School of Nursing volunteer with us 
every year as part of their courses and bring their ideas, skills, and 
friendship with them. This year we had more than 90 volunteers, 
and most of them were from ‘Dal’!  The support of Dr Paula 
Hutchinson, Barb Hamilton-Hinch and other lecturers at 
Dalhousie has made this possible, and we are extremely grateful 
for these relationships. In a recent evaluation, 100% of volunteers 
told us that they have been inspired to continue working in this 
field in the future. This partnership is not only helping The Club 
today, it’s building learning and understanding for tomorrow. 

When SCRI Society ran it’s 
very first pilot program in 
2008 - we ran into a snag. 
Although we had many 
volunteers, a space to use, and 
lots of people who wanted to 
take part, we still needed 
money to pay for the 
insurance. Thankfully Milt 
Isaacs and the Association of 
Canadian Financial Officers 
came to our rescue! ACFO’s 
financial support at that 
crucial time not only made 
those first programs possible, 
it also gave us hope that we 
could succeed and grow. When 
the Drop In Club opened in 
2010, again ACFO-ACAF was 
there to support The Club, as 
it has every year since. Thank 
you ACFO-ACAF, we are so 
grateful for your support.

http://www.theclubscri.com
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Thank you

Thank you to everyone who 
provided the financial and  
in-kind support that made our 
work possible 

The Parish of St James 
Anglican Church, Halifax 
The United Way of Halifax 
Region 
Mrs Marjorie Lindsay 
Scotiabank  
The Parish of Grace United 
Church, Dartmouth 
The Parish of Bedford United 
Church 
The Investors Group, Halifax  
The Beed/Kinney Family 
Milt & Carla Isaacs 
Mr Jeremy Webb 
Mr Ross Elliot 
Andrew & Carmel Raymond 
Mr Jackson Munro 
Everyone who walked or ran 
the Bluenose for The Club 
All those who contributed to 
The Blingo Gala 
The Federal Government of 
Canada 
The Province of Nova Scotia, 
Department of Communities 
and Culture 
Dartmouth Community Health 
Board 
The IWK Foundation 
McInnis Cooper 
ACFO-ACAF 
Dalhousie University 
The Family of Mr Archibald 
Rasley 
The Taylor Family 

"The Club has been wonderful to our daughter as well as her family. 
Everyone comes together in many ways to help the members have so 
many meaningful experiences. Meeting new friends, learning new 
valuable skills, going to events, too many to list. The Club has helped 
my daughter to really have so much more confidence in herself. Her 
family as well as others from the community have commented on the 
maturity level she has developed and she overall has become a much 
happier person; she has a sense of belonging at the Club. It is such a 
safe place, she feels welcome. It's just naturally become apart of her 
life and ours. It is a blessing that the Club has been created. 
Thank you for supporting The Club!”

http://www.theclubscri.com
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Money and things we own 

SCRI Society, Social Cultural, Recreational, Inclusion Society 
This page shows what money we received, and what we spent  
from November 1 2013 to October 31 2014 

Money coming in     $ 
Government Grants      7,821 
United Way and Other Grants    62,535 
Fundraising      20,735 
Donations      16,619  
Drop In Club fees     14,049 
Club Dartmouth fees     1,850 
Lunch Club fees       1,850 
Summer Camp fees     14,976 
Supper Club fees      1,390  
Total money coming in     141,825 

Money going out     $ 
Fundraising      3,677 
Drop In Club      42,456 
Club Dartmouth      4,823 
Lunch Club       4,566 
Summer Camp      29,154 
Supper Club      3,960 
Office Costs      9,448 
Salaries and Wages     44,324 
Depreciation (when things we own get old they lose value) 9,464 
Total money spent     151,872 
 
The money we got, minus the money we spent   (10,047)  
What the Society was worth at the start of  the year  82,123 
What the Society was worth at the end of  the year   72,076* 
*This includes the value of  the kitchen 

Balance Sheet October 31 2014 
‘Assets’ (what we have in money and things)  $ 
Cash       42,654 
Money owed to us            90 
Grants owed to us       3,500 
The value of  things (the new kitchen,  
and the accessible washroom & snoezelen)  35,106 
Total        81,350 

‘Liabilities’ (money that we have promised to spend) 
Money we owe      2,707 
Grant money that we will spend after October 31 2014 6,567 
Total       9,274 

Equity (things that we own), or what the Society is worth  
The new kitchen and the accessible washroom & money 71,916 
Money from Mrs Lindsay to be spent on Bursaries       160 
Total       72,076 

If you add the ‘liabilities’ and the ‘equity’ they  
should come to the same amount as the ‘assets’:   81,350 

 

If you would like 
someone to go over 
this with you, and 
answer any 
questions, please 
call Alice on  
902 478 1917.  

These people 
checked our 
finances for us and 
made sure 
everything was 
done properly (this 
is called an ‘audit’): 
Optio Incorporated 
Accounting 
5991 Spring Garden 
Rd, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia 

SCRI Social, 
Cultural, 
Recreational 
Inclusion Society 
(The Club) is a 
registered charity.  
This is the official 
number: 
836137422RR0001 

Our website is 
theclubscri.com 

Photo credits:  
Christian Stalley of 
CPS Photography 
with additional 
photographs by 
Alice Evans &  
Jackie Rivers.

http://www.theclubscri.com
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A note from our President  

2014 has been a year of growth and development for SCRI Society. 
As a Board our focus as been on ensuring sustainability for the 
future, analyzing our policies and procedures, and reviewing our 
systems so we can guarantee that the charity will continue to be a 
model of best practice in all areas of its work. 

Our Board of Directors comprises parents, members 
representatives and experts from the wider community, working as 
a team to provide strong and effective governance. 

I am very proud to be President of SCRI Society, and as a parent 
of an adult who has special needs I know first hand the 
importance of the Club's mission. By working together we can 
achieve real and lasting change in our community, support each 
other in the present, and create choices for the future. 

If you would like to know more about becoming a part of our 
team, and serving on one of our committees, please email me at 
theclubscri@gmail.com. Sharon Malay, SCRI Society President

Our Board 2014 

Sharon Malay, President 
Anne Louise Desrosiers, Vice 
President 
Paula Layton 
Brian Layton  
James Pratley 
Kari Robertson 
Vicki Harvey 
Jo-Ann McNamara 
Audrey Samson 
Bud Malay 
Jocelyn Tingley  
James Robertson 
Eric Thomson 
 
Alice Evans (non-voting 
member) 
Session Leader 
Representative: Jackie Rivers 
Member Representatives: Simon 
McFadyen, Julia Grant, Katelyn 
Isenor, Mitchell Coleman, Conar 
Clory. 

SCRI Society ‘The Club’ was 
founded by Renée Pye and Alice 
Evans in 2008.  

The quotes in this report are 
from anonymous evaluation 
surveys.  

Contact Us 

Alice Evans,  
Executive Director 
Telephone: (902) 478 1917 
registerinfotheclub@gmail.com 

Jaclyn Rivers,  
Program Officer 
Telephone: (902) 401 5938 
theclubmembers@gmail.com

You can get involved and find out more about The Club online: 
Website: theclubscri.com 
Facebook page: facebook.com/theclubscri 
General Facebook Group: facebook.com/groups/theclubscri 
Education Group: facebook.com/groups/educationgroupscri  
Cooking blog: scricooks.wordpress.com
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