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Recreational 
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Annual Report 2013 

What is SCRI Society  
‘The Club’? 

We are parents, people who have disabilities, friends, family members and 
professionals, who have come together to: 

• create programs that bring people together 

• help people to meet and make friends 

• help people to learn and share talents 

• create more choices for people who have disabilities. 

SCRI Society stands for Social, Cultural, Recreational Inclusion for all.  

We are based in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and have been 
helped by lots of groups such as the United Way of 
Halifax, the Investors Group, St James Anglican Church   

Dalhousie University, and Grace United Church.  

 
Alice Evans, Executive Director, registerinfotheclub@gmail.com  

Sharon Malay, Chair of Board of Directors, theclubscri@gmail.com  
www.facebook.com/theclubscri, or www.theclubscri.com 

Telephone/text (902) 478 1917 

Programs during 2013 
Drop In Club 

Summer 
Camp 

Lunch and 
Supper Club 

 Outings and 
Events 

A place to join together and 

make friends in Halifax. 

Music, theatre, and 
accessible ballet programs 

in Dartmouth and Halifax.  

Programs teaching cooking, 
shopping and healthy 
eating.  

Special events like our 
Halloween Party, the 
Winter Ball, Out on the 

Town, and the Blingo Gala 

Contact us 

Arts 
Programs 

An exciting summer camp 
for young people and 
adults. 

Something to 
Share 

Short films about our 

members  
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When we first started in 2007, we 
asked over 100 people what their 
lives were like.  

They told us that many people were 
very lonely, some people didn’t get 
to go out very much, and many 
people didn’t have any friends. Lots 
of people were bored at home with 
nothing to do.  

Their families were sad about this, 
and they really wanted some 
programs and activities that would 
bring people together.   

Parents worked hard to advocate 
and run activities, but they told us 
they were tired and were running 
out of steam.  

Our plan was to create a strong 
group and work together. Instead of 
individual families doing all the 
work, we could make a strong 
organization that would last into 
the future.   

In 2007 we formed the ‘SCRI 
Society’. SCRI stands for Social, 
Cultural, Recreational Inclusion.  

We believe that everyone has the 
right to be included, take part in 
interesting activities, and have lots 

of choices in their community.   

This year we have worked to make 
our community stronger.  

Over 150 people have taken part in  
programs at the Club, with over 60 
volunteers and staff. We have set 
up a Facebook group so we can be 
in touch when we are at home.  

We have also held lots of events 
that bring families and the wider 
community together.  

World Café 

Last April, lots of people who use 
the Club, family members and 
people who work in our 
community, met to talk about the 
future at our ‘World Café’ event.  

People told us that they would like 
to see lots of changes, including 
more choices for housing and work.  

People who have disabilities or 
special needs want to have the 
chance to plan their futures. They 
want to have interesting jobs and 
make the most of their skills and 
talents.  

People also told us that ‘The Club’ 
is very important – it helps us to 
know that we belong, and are part 
of a strong community. We know 
that people care about us and 
respect our views.   

 

 

Something to Share 

During the summer a film-maker 
called Camilla Bondan worked with 
members at the Club to make short 
films about our lives, our dreams, 
and our opinions.  We wanted 
more people to know about our 
members’ thoughtfulness, kindness, 
and important views on the world.  

The project is called ‘Something to 
Share’. We had a big screening of 
the films at the QEII Theatre, and 
you can see them now on our 
youtube channel.   

There is a link to Something to 
Share on our website: 

www.theclubscri.com  

 

Special thanks to NSCAD Film 
School, and to Camilla Bondan for 
putting so much hard work into this 

project.   

Working Together  
to make our community stronger 



 

 

Meet some of the people 
who took part in our 

programs in 2013 

Our members, volunteers, 
friends, families, staff and 

guests all make  
The Club a special place 

“The Club is a little piece of the 
world that is like the rest of the world 

should be; free from politics, ego's 
and competition!  

It is about sharing and supporting 
and absolute appreciation of each 
other. It is a little oasis of how the 

world should be!” 
A Club Volunteer 

 

Above and to the right: 
Victoria, Trista, Sonja, 
Danielle, Kristy, Katelyn, 
Justin, Stephen, Andrew, 
Mitchell, Justin, Cath, Max, 
Rob, Graham, Sookie (the 
dog), and Danielle. 

Below and to the left: 
John Ross, Kari, Rena, 
Amanda, Allister, Luc, 

Emily, Tracey, Danielle, 
Mitchell, Starr, Katie, 
Alice, Tiffany, Conar, 

Kristie, Debbie, Karley, 
Robin, Fizziwig, Trista, 

Luc and Justin. 



 

 

Thank you to our partners and volunteers! 

SCRI Society believes that working 
with other groups is the way 
forward. By working together we 
can do more, and do it better.  

Thank you to the Parish of St 
James Anglican Church for their 
kindness and support.  
 
We are also very grateful to our 
community partners:  the IWK 
Hospital, Halifax Association for 
Community Living, Sobeys, 
HRM Recreation, 
Recreation Inclusion Network, 
Bethany United Church, Bedford 
United Church, Grace United 
Church, Friday Night Social, The 
Art Bikers, The Nova Scotia  
Partnership for Access Awareness,  
and Nova Scotia College of Art 
and Design for their amazing 
support this year.   

 

Thank you to all our neighbours in 
the Armdale, Flynn Park and 
Westmount areas who have been so 
welcoming to us – especially when 
we go Trick or Treating! 

People from all over Halifax helped 
us raise money for our Summer 
Camp and Lunch Club at the 
Blingo Gala. Volunteers gave their 
time, local businesses and 
neighbours gave gifts for our 
auction, and the awesome band the 
Action Figures played live music all 
night. 

In December the actor Jeremy 
Webb and Off The Leash 
Productions performed the 
wonderful winter play ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ in aid of The Club,  
raising 
money for 
our programs 
and giving us 
many laughs 
along the 

way! 

Students from local universities 
have given so much to the Club 
during the past year.  

Students from Dalhousie 
University organized our Winter 
Ball and the Dress to Express 
Fashion Show. Over 20 medical 
students from Dalhousie joined us 
for Drop In Sessions, and Nursing 
students joined our Thursday 
team. We would like to say a 
special thanks to Paula 
Hutchinson and her Recreation 
students, who have volunteered 
with us every year.  

The Drop In Club would not be 
possible without the amazing 
support of all our volunteers, who 
share their time, ideas and their 

friendship.  

 
None of our work would be possible without the United 
Way of Halifax Region and all the people throughout 
our community who give to the United Way fundraising 
drive every year. 

The United Way has believed in SCRI Society from the 
very beginning and has supported us with funding, 
expertise, professional advice, a community network, and 
volunteer support. We are incredibly grateful to be a 
United Way Funded Agency.  

 



 

 

The Club’s beautiful new kitchen! 

Local Business and community members work together to support The Club 

When Ross Elliot from the 
Investors Group, Halifax Office, 
called us to tell us the news, we 
could hardly believe our ears! 
They would give us a new 
kitchen, specially designed for 
our members!  

We had been running a Lunch 
Club and cooking classes for a 
long time, but we longed for our 
own space – something that was 
easy to use for people who have 
wheelchairs, had enough space for all 
our pots and pans, and could fit in 
lots of people. Most of all we wanted 
the kitchen to feel like a home away 
from home. 

Thanks to Ross Elliot, Progressive 
Cabinets and Millwork, Allan 
Grantham, and the team Ross 
brought together, our dream 
came true!  

With many thanks to: 
Investors Group, Halifax Office  
Progressive Cabinets & Millwork  
Ross Elliott  
Rob Chaisson  
Allan Grantham  
Ray Champlain  
Floorscapes, Duke St, Bedford  
Bernie MacIsaac  
Oxford Learning, Bedford  
The Burgess Family  
Vivid Paint and Decor  
Andrew Turner  
Peter Freeman  
Tim Brown  
Sarah-Jane Raine 
St James Anglican Church 
Debbie and Jamie Munro 
and Heather Chaisson 

 



 

 

Some Magical Moments from 2013 

Benetta Sanchez, ballerina Claire Bader, and dancers 
from the Club, worked together to create a ballet show. 
They put on a wonderful performance of  
‘A Midsummer Nights Dream’ and served a High Tea 

to celebrate Access Awareness Week in June.  

The Club put on a performance of Grease in July, led 
by our Summer Camp Director, Jackie Rivers. The ‘Art 
Bikers’ helped us to make awesome sets, and our actors 
danced, raced, acted, and sang.  

Our Summer Campers also went kayaking on the 
ocean thanks to East Coast Outfitters.  
What a summer! 

This year was also the start of our new Club Dartmouth! 

Thanks to Grace United Church and the Province of 
Nova Scotia, we were able to run our first program with 
musician Stephanie Josselyn and Jackie Rivers.  
Stay tuned for more music and movement on Tuesdays 

and Saturday nights at Club Dartmouth in 2014! 



 

 

Out and About 
Our members love to get out and 
about!  

In 2013 we went to the Switch 
Festival, and Common Grounds 
Urban Farm.  

We had fun Christmas shopping at 
the Mall, visited the theatre, the 
movies, and the beach.  

We went out for dinner, had treasure 
hunts and scavenger hunts, went to 
an art gallery, climbed to the top of a 
penthouse, and swam in lakes and 
pools.  

We went on the ferry and buses, to 
libraries and coffee shops.  
We can find adventures everywhere! 

 

Every Monday we go for a walk as part 
of our Walk and Roll Club.  

Our members decide where to go – and 
sometimes we take friendly dogs with us.  

Last May we took part in the Bluenose 
Marathon. We had so much fun we are 

doing it again this year! 



 

 

Get involved! 
 
Online 
www.theclubscri.com 
www.facebook.com/theclubscri 
www.facebook.com/groups/theclubscri 

To join our mailing list: 
theclubscri@gmail.com 

General Enquiries & Drop In Club 
Alice Evans:  
registerinfotheclub@gmail.com 
Telephone/text: 902 478 1917 

Volunteers  
Jackie Rivers:  
theclubmembers@gmail.com 

Club Dartmouth & Snack Club:  
Jackie Rivers:  
theclubmembers@gmail.com 
or Alice Evans: 
registerinfotheclub@gmail.com 
902 478 1917 

Lunch Club & Supper Club  

Audrey Samson: 
scri_supper_club@yahoo.ca 
scri_lunch_club@yahoo.ca 

Club Bedford 
Jocelyn Tingley: 
theclubbedford@gmail.com 

Facebook Education Group 
www.facebook.com/groups/educationgroupscri/ 

 

Making a Difference 

Members and volunteers at the 
Drop In Club support each other 
and learn from each other. Every 
day we make a difference in each 
others lives.  

Sue Reeve told us about her son 
and what the Club means to him: 
  

‘Will really enjoys having somewhere 
to go as a young adult. He knows that 
Club is a 'cool' place. I think Will 
would say, "I feel like I belong here ... 
where I'm okay being 'different'".  

As a family, we have seen that Will is 
now able to join in more social events & 
activities, and this means the world to 
us.’ 

Karley Gates comes to the Club 
nearly every day:  
 
“I love the club so much because 
everybody makes me feel happy. I have 
met a lot of friends. We do all kinds of 
things at the Club. We have dances, we 
go for walks, we exercise, we do 
different things to raise money. It’s the 
best place for me to go. I love it.” 

This year our membership has 
grown much bigger. When we first 
opened Drop In Club in 2010, on a 
busy day we would have 12 people 
come to a Drop In Session. Now 
we have more than 20 people at 
Drop In Club nearly every day.  

More people means more fun! 
Everyone helps each other and 
comes up with great ideas for 
activities. It is easy to make friends 
and meet people who have the 
same interests as you. 

Our Lunch Club, Snack Club, and Supper Club 
give people the chance to cook healthy foods and 
eat together. Together we shop, cook, clean and 
share the most delicious food!  You can join in. 
We now have a blog where you can see all of our 
recipes, check out our photos, and cook meals at 
home. Find out more at 
www.scricooks.wordpress.com 



 

 

 

Thank you to people who gave us money 

Drop In Club, Snack Club, Lunch Club, Supper 
Club, Walking Club, Summer Camp, Club 
Dartmouth, Club Bedford, Dance Club, Puppet 
Club, Drama Club, Out on the Town, and all our 
other activities, are made possible with money 
from these groups and people: 

The United Way of Halifax Region 
Mrs Lindsay 
The Province of Nova Scotia, Department of 
Communities, Heritage and Culture  
& Department of Health and Wellness 
Scotiabank 
MacFarlands 
Partnership for Access Awareness Nova Scotia 
Federal Government of Canada  
Investors Group, Halifax Office 
Ross Elliot 
Progressive Cabinets & Millwork 
Allan Grantham 
IWK Foundation 
Chebucto West Community Health Board 
St James Anglican Church 
Grace United Church, Dartmouth 
Milt & Carla Isaacs 
Mr and Mrs Raymond 
Mr Jeremy Webb & Off The Leash  
and everyone who contributed to the Blingo Gala 
or who donated to The Club 
Our members and their families 

Thank you so much for the difference you 
have made to our community!  

 

 
We would like to say ‘Thank 
you’ to a special person who 
has made a big difference to 
The Club:  

Mrs Marjorie Lindsay has 
donated money to the Club so 
that people who do not have 
money for the fees can have a 
Bursary. This has made a big 
difference to lots of our 
members who live in group 
homes, people who don’t have 
very much money, or who are 
refugees. When people are 
going through tough times they 
can come to the Club for free, 
and thanks to Mrs Lindsay, we 
can offer this to more and more 
people.  

 



 

 

lorem ipsum dolor issue, date 
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A strong charity needs a strong 
Board of Directors: a team that can work 
together to support our members, families, 
volunteers and staff, and keep our work going 
into the future.  

I am very proud to be President of SCRI 
Society – a charity that works so hard for its 
members, and embraces people from every 
walk of life. As a parent of a Club member I 
have personal experience of the challenges that 
families and persons with special needs face, 
and I know how important it is that we work 
together to create high quality programs, 
build community, advocate, and create 
choices for the future.  

If you would like to know more about 
becoming part of our team, and serving on 
one of our committees, please email me at  
theclubscri@gmail.com 
 
Sharon Malay, President  

President:  Sharon Malay  
 

Board Members: Kari Robertson 
Deanne Meister 
Vicki Harvey 
Anne MacRae 
Paula & Brian Layton 
Jo-Ann McNamara 
Chantale Lavoie 
Anne-Louise Desrosiers 
Mona Murphy (Treasurer) 
 

Honorary Board Members: Simon McFadyen  
Karley Gates 
Mitchell Coleman 
Isai Estey 
Julia White 
Katelyn Isenor 
 

Session Leader:  Emma Cameron 

Executive Director:   Alice Evans 

Member at Large:  Audrey Samson 

 

We want to make sure that we keep 
working towards a better future for people 

who have special needs, carers, and 
families. 

 

Join us to help shape our future and make 
the changes we need. 

Board of Directors 2012/13 

Shaping our Futures 

 



 

 
 

If you would like someone to go 
over this with you, and answer 
any questions you may have, 
please call Alice on 902 478 
1917.  

These people checked our 
finances for us and made sure 
everything was done properly 
(this is called an ‘audit’): 
Optio Incorporated Accounting 
5991 Spring Garden Rd, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

SCRI Social, Cultural, 
Recreational Inclusion Society 
(The Club) is a registered 
charity.  
This is the official number: 
836137422RR0001 

Our website is 
www.theclubscri.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photo credit:  
The photo of the Blingo Gala 
was taken by Christian Stalley. 
All other photos were by our 
staff, members and volunteers.  
Thank you!  

 

SCRI Society, Social Cultural, Recreational, Inclusion Society 
This page shows what money we received, and what we spent  
from November 1 2012 to October 31 2013 

Money coming in     $ 
Government Grants      7,534 
United Way and Other Grants    45,926 
Fundraising      18,490 
Donations      58,584 
Miscellaneous      1,004 
Drop In Club fees     12,408 
Lunch Club fees       1,238 
Summer Camp fees     11,811 
Total money coming in     156,995 

Money going out     $ 
Fundraising      4,296 
Drop In Club      34,076 
Lunch Club       4,755 
Summer Camp      20,065 
Office Costs      10,408 
Salaries and Wages     41,470 
Depreciation       3,518 
Total money spent     118,588 
 
The money we got, minus the money we spent   38,407 
What the Society was worth at the start of the year  35,716 
What the Society was worth at the end of the year   74,123* 
*This includes the value of the kitchen 

Balance Sheet October 31 2013 
‘Assets’ (what we have in money and things)  $ 
Cash       45,461 
Money owed to us            50 
The value of things (the new kitchen,  
and the accessible washroom)    44,070 
Total        89,581 

‘Liabilities’ (money that we have promised to spend) 
Money we owe      2,438 
Grant money that we will spend after October 31 2013 3,020 
Total       5,458 

Equity (things that we own), or what the Society is worth 
The new kitchen and the accessible washroom  44,070 
Money        30,053** 
Money from Mrs Lindsay to be spent on Bursaries  10,000 
Total       84,123 
** The Board plan to put $30,000 in a ‘reserve’ fund to use for 
emergencies. 

If you add the ‘liabilities’ and the ‘equity’ they  
should come to the same amount as the ‘assets’:   89,581 

 

 

 

Money and things we own 


